
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION® 
PO Box 58147         Phone: 703.465.5495 
Washington, DC 20037-8147                Fax: 703.465.5499 
www.ijm.org  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – June 2, 2005 
For more information or to book an interview contact: 
703.465.5495 • news@ijm.org 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION RESULTS IN GUILTY PLEA BY CANADIAN 
TOURIST WHO SEXUALLY ABUSED CHILDREN 

 
IJM brothel rescues in Cambodia lead to historic conviction of Canadian man for 

sado-sexual crimes against young children. 
 

WASHINGTON, DC – June 2, 2005 – By a surprising set of coincidences, video 
evidence of sex crimes in Cambodia obtained by IJM two years ago made it 
possible for Canadian authorities yesterday to secure their first conviction under a 
new sex trafficking law. 
Donald Bakker pleaded guilty yesterday in a Vancouver court to 10 counts of 
sexual assault, seven counts relating to sex crimes against children in Cambodia. 
Canadian police investigating the case were assisted by International Justice 
Mission, which earlier conducted a related investigation of sex crimes against 
children in Svay Pak, Cambodia. In that investigation, IJM worked with local 
authorities to facilitate raids of several brothels that resulted in the rescue of 37 
girls, the youngest of whom was five years old.  This raid was covered by a 
prime time network TV program and aired in the United States and Canada in 
January 2004.  A Canadian officer was watching one of the airings of the 
broadcast and found similarities between the Bakker case he was investigating 
and the footage on the program.   
 
At the time he viewed the network broadcast, the Canadian investigator had 
already viewed confiscated tapes recorded by Bakker of his acts against children. 
Canadian officials contacted IJM to learn more about the potential connection. 
IJM cooperated with Canadian officials to provide additional information and 
evidence leading to the charging of Bakker on multiple counts of sexual assault 
on children.  IJM investigators provided specific information about victims they 
had rescued who appeared on Bakker’s tape, as well as information about 
victims they had previously investigated but were unable to rescue.   
 
A new Canadian law to stop sex-crime tourism allows Canada to prosecute sex 
offenses committed by a Canadian on foreign soil regardless of that country’s 
own laws. Before his guilty plea, Bakker was the first person to potentially face 
trial under the 2002 law. “Vigorous prosecution under this new law will go far to 
protect children from sex tourists and we are encouraged to see the diligence of 
Canadian authorities in seeking justice in this case,” said Sharon Cohn, vice 
president of Interventions for International Justice Mission.  “This case states it 
plainly – if you choose to abuse children at home or abroad you will go to jail.  
The miles you travel from your home to commit these crimes will not insulate 
you from justice.” The Protect Act, the U.S. law on sex tourism, provides for 
similar prosecutions in the United States. 
 
Bakker will be sentenced in Vancouver, Canada, on Thursday, June 2.  Cohn, 
who participated in the police interviews of the rescued children in Cambodia 
and heard accounts of what had been done to them, said, “So brutal, violent and 



degrading were the crimes that Mr. Bakker committed against these children, that 
any description of the impact runs the risk of sounding like hyperbole.  Be 
assured that is it not.”  Cohn was the lead attorney in IJM’s investigation in Svay 
Pak, and stated, “In my experience both with the U.S. Department of Justice and 
with IJM, I have never been involved in a case involving such savagery against 
children so young. I’m hopeful the judge will hand down a sentence appropriate 
for the crimes,” Cohn said. 
 
Bakker was arrested in December 2003 after a prostitute was heard screaming in 
a Vancouver park.  Bakker was following her with a bag that contained a video 
camera and other equipment, as well as footage of violent sexual acts against 
adult sex workers.   
 
About International Justice Mission 
International Justice Mission is a human rights organization that rescues victims 
of violence, sexual exploitation, slavery and oppression. A multi-national team of 
law enforcement professionals and a highly qualified legal staff conduct criminal 
investigations and collect evidence to rescue victims and bring perpetrators to 
justice. The work of IJM has been featured on Dateline NBC, FOX News, CNN, 
MSNBC, in Forbes Magazine, the New York Times Magazine, Wall Street Journal 
and other media outlets. IJM was founded by Gary Haugen who was the Officer 
in Charge of the U.N. investigation into the Rwandan genocide. Haugen has just 
released the book “Terrify No More” which chronicles IJM’s efforts to rescue 
37 young girls from a brothel in Cambodia.   
 
 

### 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


