
24 24-Hour Justice Experience

3:30-5:00pm 
Session 4: The Brick Challenge

The Brick Challenge (30 minutes)

Your students worked hard in community service for 
free, but a teenage slave works even harder—every day, 
all day. In this activity, your group will explore one 
facet of the work done by a forced laborer who spends 
his or her days making and carrying bricks.

Purpose: This event helps student recognize the 
amount of weight that other kids their same age have 
to lift and work with in brick kilns—an industry in 
which there is a significant problem with slavery and a 
large area of IJM’s casework. 

Supplies: 

•	 	One	5-gallon	bucket	per	team,	purchased at a 
hardware store for about $3.00 each

•	 	Ten	used	bricks	per	team, purchased at a hardware 
store for about 50 cents each

•	 	Photograph	of	boy	in	India	carrying	eight	bricks 
on his head: show on PowerPoint, printed photo 
or enlarged image on a poster board (Download 
from IJM.org/24JEResources.)

Download Arjun’s story in the 
additional resources section of 
IJM.org/24JEResources

http://www.IJM.org/24JEResources
http://www.ijm.org/24JE
http://www.IJM.org/24JEResources
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Option 1

1.   Spell out END SLAVERY on the bricks with paint, chalk or markers, and place them in a 
scrambled pile far away from the students.

2.    One at a time, have each member of the team run to the pile of bricks and carry one brick 
back to their team, either on their head or in their hands. 

3.    Once all the bricks are back, have students unscramble the phrase.

4.    When a team completes the phrase, they can put the bricks in one bucket and carry them 
across the finish line.

5.   First team to complete the race wins.

Instructions for The Brick Challenge

Option 2

Similar to Option 1, but changed to a whole group 
collaboration rather than a competition between teams.

1.    Create stations for teams to transport the bricks 
between. You can create as many stations as you have 
teams, so that each team has a role to play.

2.    One team works to carry all the bricks from point A to 
point B. 

3.    The second team must figure out the phrase 
scrambled on the bricks. 

4.   A third team transports the bricks to point C. 

5.    End the relay by having everyone gather the bricks 
to bring back to the main room to be displayed for the 
final discussion.

Option 3

1.  Weigh a bucket of ten bricks beforehand to determine their weight. Note: Forced laborers are 
often made to carry between 60-70 lbs, so try to approximate that weight if possible.

2.  Students take turns lifting the bucket full of bricks and try to guess the weight these girls have 
to carry on their head. The best way to do this is for each person to lift the bucket before anyone 
reveals his or her guess. 

3.  Next, designate three areas of the room for weight ranges, i.e. 40-50 lbs. 50-60 lbs. or 60-70 lbs. 
Feel free to narrow these ranges for more choices.

4.  Have the students move to the section of the room based on their guess. 

5.  Once everyone has made their selection, reveal the actual weight of the bricks. Depending on 
the tone of your event, you may want to give the winning students a prize, or you may want to 
encourage a time of reflection or journaling.


