
 

 

 

BANGALORE, INDIA – Arjun’s earliest childhood 
memories are inside a brick kiln in India. His parents took a 
loan from the owner of the brick kiln, and they started to 
work at the factory to pay it back. But the loan was a trap – a 
trick designed to turn the family into forced labor slaves.  

When Arjun’s mother got sick, the family had to borrow even 
more money from the owner for her treatment. When they 
needed to fix their dilapidated house to be safe from the 
elements, they had to borrow from the owner. The harder 
they worked, the more the debt grew. And when Arjun’s 
father asked to see the records to determine how close they 
were getting to paying back what they allegedly owed – he 
was beaten. The owner made sure the family would never 
have enough money to repay the loans they had taken from 
him to work in the brick kiln.   

IJM staff who first investigated the brick kiln asked the 
owner about his workforce. Unabashedly, he explained: “You 
beat them and they will be fine. Otherwise they will not work 
and will run away from the place.”    

When Arjun was 8 years old, IJM worked with local 
government officials to free his family and 15 other people 
trapped in the violent brick kiln.  

Over the years, IJM has continued to support the families as they rebuild lives in freedom. The road 
has not been easy. Arjun’s father was killed in a tragic train accident a year after they were rescued 
from slavery. His mother had just given birth to a baby. Now she works as a daily laborer, usually 
earning about $1 a day – not high wages, but far more than what was ever possible in the brick kiln. 
She is raising three sons as a single mother, but she is cared for by her family and by IJM.  

Arjun’s mother says she will work hard to make sure her boys finish school, so they can choose their 
own future. Arjun says he wants to be a police officer.   
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Arjun, pictured with a soccer ball, is now 
growing up in freedom with his two 
younger brothers. 


