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CHENNAI, INDIA – “I wanted to go to school, but I 
couldn’t,” remembers Maadhav,* who spent his childhood 
working alongside his parents in a rice mill in India. When he 
was a little boy, he started losing his vision. Without proper 
medical attention, he was virtually blind by the time he was 
12 years old.  

But the rice mill owner didn’t care. He made Maadhav work 
just like the other slaves. One time, the owner told Maadhav 
to go turn on a machine that was used in the rice mill. He 
hesitated, because new tasks were harder for Maadhav since 
he could not see. The owner beat him, demanding that 
Maadhav perform the job. When Maadhav started the 
machine, he got an electric shock. The owner would not let 
him go to the doctor.  

Everything changed when IJM and local government 
authorities rescued Maadhav and seven families from two rice 
mills. At first, the government official did not believe that 
Maadhav could have worked with the adults. He said he was 
skeptical because Maadhav was just a boy – and he was blind. 
But the Maadhav started acting out his duties, showing the 
government official how he would rake the rice. Maadhav 
received an official certificate of release declaring him free from forced labor slavery. 

“At first I was afraid that we would have to go back to the rice mill,” remembers Maadhav. “But by 
the end of the day, I knew we were free.” 

IJM helped Maadhav’s family settle back into their lives of freedom, and after a few years Maadhav 
decided to go to a special school for visually-impaired students. At the school, he took classes and 
received vocational training. Now, he is proud of the ways he can take care of himself, and he even 
dreams of taking care of his family.  
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Maadhav’s Story 

Muaadhav learns to make a chair, a skill 
he can use to support his family. 


