
After World War II, the province of Pampanga became 
a hotspot for commercial sexual exploitation. Brothels 
have closed since two massive U.S. military bases 
shut down, but the province is still widely known 
as a destination for sex tourists. At night, bars, restaurants 

and clubs with neon lights advertise girls, girls, girls. The Philippine 

government invited IJM to open an office in Pampanga and replicate 

our collaborative model to help authorities combat sex trafficking. We 

helped achieve the region’s first-ever conviction against a trafficker 

in 2013. Sex trafficking continues to thrive in an environment where 

law enforcement lacks the training, resources and initiative to conduct 

effective investigations and operations. 

survivors currently 

receiving aftercare  

rescued from sex 

trafficking

establishments 

ordered closed for 

sex trafficking crimes 

THE PROBLEM SEX TRAFFICKING

IJM PAMPANGA PROGRESS  S INCE 2012

150+ 35 11

1UNICEF, 2Ibid., 3ILO

PAMPANGA, PHILIPPINES

THE FACTS

Worldwide, there 
are nearly two 
million children in 
the commercial sex trade.1

Human trafficking is a 
massive global enterprise, 
generating about $150 
billion a year—two-thirds 
from commercial sexual 
exploitation.2

Worldwide, about 80% of 
human trafficking victims 
are women and girls, and 
up to 50% are minors.3



We rescue victims by identifying bars, clubs and street corners 

where young women and children have been trafficked, or slums 

where children are being abused in pornographic images and 

videos broadcast online. We partner with law enforcement units, 

like the Philippine National Police—Regional Anti-Human Trafficking 

Task Group and the National Bureau of Investigation—Central Luzon 

Regional Office to conduct rescue operations and ensure each child is 

brought to a place of safety. 

We bring perpetrators to justice. We help police investigate and 

gather criminal evidence so that traffickers and rapists are restrained 

from hurting others. We help public prosecutors press charges and 

prosecute the offense. It’s an uphill battle: Many cases take two to four 

years, and some have taken twice that amount of time.  

We restore survivors by creating individualized care plans. IJM social 

workers help place survivors in aftercare homes where they can 

return to school or take vocational classes, and we provide trauma-

focused therapy. We continue to support them after they return home 

to their communities and to help them thrive in freedom.

We strengthen justice systems by providing hands-on mentoring 

and training for law enforcement, judicial officials and partner 

organizations that provide aftercare for sex trafficking survivors. IJM 

began its current System Reform project in Pampanga in 2012.

How IJM Pampanga 
Combats Sex Trafficking

IJM pampanga OPENS

2012

first rescue operation

Ten young women and girls were 
rescued from a bar where they had 
been trafficked.

2012

Rey joined IJM in 2004 as a lawyer 
for IJM Manila; he prosecuted the first 
human trafficking case filed against a 
public official in the Philippines and 
ultimately achieved a conviction. As 
Legal Director, he led IJM to prosecute 
more than 100 cases of sex trafficking 
and abuse. When the government 
invited IJM to open an office, Rey 
served as Deputy Field Office Director 
before becoming its leader in 2014.
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“I was praying to God for help and rescue to 
come, and I’m thankful that we were rescued 
and I am now continuing my studies.” 

–A survivor of sex trafficking rescued in Pampanga

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION is a global organization that protects 
the poor from violence throughout the developing world. IJM partners with 
local authorities to rescue victims of violence, bring criminals to justice, restore 
survivors, and strengthen justice systems.
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IJM pampanga MILESTONES

Bars closed for sex 
trafficking crimes

Following IJM’s advocacy, the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) started closing bars where 
trafficking victims had been trafficked. 

2014

First conviction of two 
traffickers

IJM achieved the first-ever 
conviction in the region under the 
country’s anti-trafficking law. 

2013


