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FORMER URBANA PROGRAM DIRECTOR JOINS INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION 

TO LEAD BIBLICAL JUSTICE INITATIVES  

Nikki Toyama-Szeto comes to global human rights organization IJM to empower Christians to pursue biblical justice 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – International Justice Mission (IJM) announced today that Nikki Toyama-Szeto, former Urbana 

Program Director, will lead efforts to ignite passion for biblical justice among the global church.  In her new role as Senior 

Director of Biblical Justice Integration and Mobilization, she will work to strategically engage Christian leaders and 

individuals in the fight against violent injustice. Toyama-Szeto will provide strategic leadership and enhance the global 

impact of the IJM Institute for Biblical Justice and prayer mobilization.  

 

Previously Toyama-Szeto served with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship for twelve years, most recently as program director 

of Urbana, InterVarsity’s international conference of 18,000 young adults from 120 countries, incorporating justice as a 

central part of the conversation. 

 

“Seeking justice has been my life’s mission for many years,” said Toyama-Szeto. “IJM presents me with the unique 

opportunity to engage God’s people around the world, from grassroots prayer movements to Christian leadership forums, 

to actively pursue justice and see the critical need to integrate it into our understanding of the Bible.”   

 

Toyama-Szeto has a passion for equipping Christians for active lives of faith across differing cultures and nationalities. She 

has authored several books including “Partnering with the Global Church” and “More Than Serving Tea” and developed 

the program of the 2010 Lausanne Global Congress.  

 

“Nikki brings passion, dedication, and proven results in spreading the biblical justice message to people across the world,” 

said Chong-Ae Shah, Executive Vice President of Global Brand Marketing and Mobilization. “Her experience in generating 

fervor in the global church for the issues that are closest to God’s heart will be a huge asset to IJM.” 

 

With an estimated 27 million slaves in the world today, IJM partners with local authorities in 16 communities around the 

world to bring rescue to victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and other forms of violent oppression.   

 

About International Justice Mission 

International Justice Mission is a human rights agency that brings rescue to victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and other forms 

of violent oppression. IJM lawyers, investigators and aftercare professionals work in 16 communities in developing countries in 

Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa and Latin America with local officials to secure immediate victim rescue and aftercare, to 

prosecute perpetrators and to ensure that public justice systems - police, courts and laws - effectively protect the poor. 
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