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 NEW YORKERS DONATE NEARLY $1 MILLION TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING, VIOLENCE 

Local businesses and community leaders– along with NY pro athletes and television 

personalities – support global human rights organization International Justice Mission  

 

NEW YORK – At a benefit dinner for human rights agency International Justice Mission (IJM) last 

night, more than 300 attendees donated $962,000 to support IJM’s work to rescue victims of slavery and 

other violent abuse around the world.  The event, held at The Yale Club of New York, was coordinated 

by a team of New York community leaders who secured sponsorships by more than twenty area 

businesses, churches and individuals. 

 

“The New York corporate sponsors, professional athletes, churches, and members of the community 

have clearly shown they support the international work of fighting against modern day slavery,” said 

Hee-Jung Moon, IJM New York City Benefit Dinner Co-Chair.  “I am honored that our great city has 

shown its deep support for IJM and their highly effective work across the globe empowering local 

authorities to rescue and restore victims and hold violent perpetrators accountable for their crimes.”  

 

Gary Haugen, IJM’s president and CEO who founded the organization in 1997, was the benefit dinner’s 

keynote speaker and gave a glimpse into the violent reality that the world’s poor face daily. Haugen 

shared about IJM’s pathbreaking work to not only rescue individuals, but to partner with local 

governments to secure sustainable protection of the poor through functioning criminal justice systems. 

 

Special guests in attendance included hosts of The Today Show Kathie Lee Gifford and Hoda Kotb, as 

well as New York Jets tight end Hayden Smith. Former NFL players Tony Richardson and Jack Brewer 

served on the event committee. 

 

“Gary and his team at IJM are the most committed, compassionate and determined individuals on the 

planet,” said Gifford. “Their love simply knows no bounds.”  
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The event featured a musical performance by The Lone Bellow, whose latest album was featured on 

People Magazine’s 20 best albums of 2013. Tim Keller, Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church and 

nationally best-selling author, gave the invocation.  

 

The event committee was chaired by John Moon, Managing Director at Morgan Stanley, and wife Hee-

Jung Moon, and James Herring, Advisor at The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc., and wife Carol Herring.  

 

With an estimated 27 million slaves in the world today, IJM helps to meet this urgent need by partnering 

with local authorities in 16 communities around the world to bring rescue to victims of slavery, sexual 

exploitation and other forms of violent oppression.   

 

In the past year alone, IJM brought relief to more than 2,400 victims of violence and injustice, and 

secured the conviction of 132 perpetrators for their crimes against the poor. Learn more 

about International Justice Mission at www.ijm.org.  

 

About International Justice Mission 

International Justice Mission is a human rights agency that brings rescue to victims of slavery, sexual 

exploitation and other forms of violent oppression. IJM lawyers, investigators and aftercare professionals 

work in 16 communities in developing countries in Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa and Latin America 

with local officials to secure immediate victim rescue and aftercare, to prosecute perpetrators and to 

ensure that public justice systems - police, courts and laws - effectively protect the poor. 
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